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GRADUATE CERTIFICATE IN ACUTE MENTAL HEALTH — UNIVERSITY OF NOTRE DAME 

Statement by Minister for Mental Health 

DR G.G. JACOBS (Eyre — Minister for Mental Health) [12.09 pm]: I would first like to welcome the years 
5 and 6 students and teachers from Southern Cross District High School who are in the gallery. 

Recently I had the pleasure of launching a new course for health professionals involved in emergency mental 
health care. More than 30 mental health staff from the South Metropolitan Area Health Service are participating 
in the inaugural graduate certificate in acute mental health at the University of Notre Dame in Fremantle. They 
will graduate at the end of this year. The course is open to all mental health staff, and the first intake includes 
occupational therapists, social workers and nurses all working in front-line areas of acute and emergency mental 
health. This course is providing essential professional training to staff across all disciplines in mental health. 
Collectively, there are more than 800 years of experience and 50 different work roles in this group of 
participants, which is an invaluable resource. As a government, we are continuing to provide opportunities for 
staff to grow and advance through Western Australia’s pioneering graduate and leadership programs such as this. 
We hope to offer this program to all staff across the Department of Health in 2011. 

Ruby Fleck, special projects and staff development nurse educator, mental health, at Bentley Health Service, is 
enrolled in the course and spoke at the launch. She said that her passion for mental health nursing focuses on 
how she can create change towards improved patient care through staff education. It is a requirement for those 
who provide mental health education and training to possess skills that are honed to the highest possible 
standard. The Graduate Certificate in Acute Mental Health at Notre Dame University is certainly unique in that it 
links the mental health academic world to the actual mental health coalface. I congratulate all participants in this 
year’s inaugural course and look forward to meeting next year’s participants. 

In closing, I take the opportunity to congratulate Deborah Nelson. Deborah has been named the national 2010 
Mental Health Nurse of the Year. She was nominated by her colleagues and was particularly recognised in three 
areas—clinical practice, education and professional development. She works in our South Metropolitan Mental 
Health Service and provides leadership and education in this very important area. 
 


